OKANOGAN COUNTY
NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL BOARD

149 3rd N. Rm. 102, PO Box 791, Okanogan, WA 98840

Email noxiousweeds@co.okanogan.wa.us
www.okanogancounty.org/nw

OFFICE 509-422-7165

TTY 800-833-6338

OFFICE STAFF

MANAGER:
Anna Lyon
509-422-7168

Field Supervisor
Janet Nelson
509-422-7295

Asst. Manager
Larry Hudson
509-422-7167

BOARD MEMBERS:

AREA # 1

Connie Humphrey
P.O. Box 143
Malott, WA 98829
509-422-5615

AREA # 2

Bonnie Lawrence,
Chairperson

POB 1714

Omak, WA 98841
509-826-3195

AREA # 3
Shauna Hicks

366 Twisp/Winthrop Rd

Twisp, WA 98856
509-997-2700

AREA # 4

Vicki Davis

271 Fish Lake Rd.
Tonasket, WA 98855
509-486-2714

AREA #5

Jan Asmussen

POB 417

Tonasket, WA 98855
509-486-2138

To: Washington State Noxious Weed Control Board
Re: Removing buffer area of Hoary alyssum in Okanogan County
Date: March 25, 2014

Hoary alyssum, Berteroa incana, was added to the State Noxious Weed list in
2004 and is currently listed as a B-designated noxious weed in all areas of
Okanogan County except Ranges 29-31 East of Townships 37-40 North.
The excluded area was established to provide a temporary buffer area for
landowners adjacent to Ferry County, which has established infestations of
Hoary alyssum. Landowners were encouraged to begin control efforts with
the understanding that the buffer area would be removed.

Education efforts have been ongoing, and landowners have begun to realize
the necessity of controlling this invasive species. In order to provide the
maximum support available to landowners controlling Hoary alyssum, the
OCNWCSB is requesting the removal of the buffer area and requiring control of
Hoary alyssum throughout Okanogan County.

While Hoary alyssum continues to spread in Okanogan County, most
landowners have controllable amounts and perform un-enforced control
measures when contacted and educated by the Weed Board. The majority of
infestations are in the current buffer area, with limited sites occurring in the
western half of the county. While most landowners have controllable
amounts, there are several landowners that have substantial amounts. The
OCNWCB will work with these landowners to develop a noxious weed control
plan which will include a 1000’ buffer to adjacent properties as allowed in
RCW 17.10.154. The increased spread is associated with vehicular traffic
and movement of farm equipment out of the buffer area.

Ferry County has begun an education and control program for Hoary alyssum
and landowners in Okanogan County are actively controlling Hoary alyssum
on their properties. It is to assist these landowners that are controlling Hoary
alyssum that the OCNWCB is requesting the removal of the buffer area.
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